
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 13 August 2015] 

 p5355c-5356a 
Ms Libby Mettam; Dr Kim Hames 

MARGARET RIVER GOURMET ESCAPE 

598. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Tourism: 
Before I ask my question, I acknowledge on behalf of the member for Swan Hills the year 12 students from 
Swan Christian College. 

With the 2015 Margaret River Gourmet Escape just over three months away, can the minister please update the 
house on what we can expect from this year’s event? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, sorry to disturb you! 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Before I give my answer, on behalf of the Premier and the member for Nedlands, I acknowledge in the gallery 
the year 11 students from Scotch College. That was hard to do, as an ex-Guildfordian, but I have done it! I notice 
they were very impressed with the earlier interjections by the member for Collie–Preston; they found that quite 
amusing! 

I thank the member for Vasse for the question. Although this event is not in her electorate, it certainly 
significantly affects her electorate and the electorate of the Minister for Regional Development. This is an 
amazing event; it has been going now for four years, and it will run from 20 to 22 November. Once again, we 
have some amazing chefs coming to Western Australia, including George Calombaris, Matt Moran and 
Matt Stone. We have personalities from around the globe, including Mexico, Russia, Chile and Thailand, and 
six of the world’s top 50 chefs are coming. The highlight is Marco Pierre White, who is the headline guest. All 
up, there will be 40 national and international culinary talents attending this event. 

This event has proved to be an enormous success; numbers are increasing every time. Last year 22 000 people 
attended the event, which was a 35 per cent increase on the number the previous year. It is being funded through 
the royalties for regions regional events program, and it is an amazing event. It is now based not only in 
Margaret River but is also spreading out across the state, including events in Broome and on the southern coast. 
I encourage members and the Western Australian public to attend this event. It will continue to go from strength 
to strength, and the key of the event is that it highlights Western Australia and, in particular, Margaret River as 
a place of extraordinary talent and extraordinary food and wine. It highlights Margaret River internationally to 
increase our opportunities to bring international and interstate guests to Western Australia to boost our economy 
into the future. 
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